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Note on Matthew xvi. 18. 

PROF. WALLACE N. STEARNS. 

OHIO WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY, DELAWARE, OHIO. 

Mt. XVi. 18: Kal tiri TatiTTj rrj tt£t pq. oUodo^aoj /iov t^v £KK\i)<Tlav. 

PLATO, Rep. x. 611 D (ed. Hermann) : Te6edp.e0a /xeVroi ScaKu- 
jj.evov avro, wnrep ot tov OaXaTTiov TXavKOv bpu>VT&s ovk av en 
paSt'cos avrov tooiev ttjv dp)(a[av <f>vo~iv, vwo tov to. re iraXaia. tov o"(0/u.aros 
p.ipi) to. p.iv iKKCK\dcr$M, Ta ok o~vvTtTpicf>0ai Kal TrdvTw; \e\wfirjo~6ai 
vtto twv Kvp.d.T(i>v, akka Si irpoo'TrecpvKtvai, oo~Tptd re Kal <f>VKta Kal 
TrtTpas, wore iravTi p.akkov Orjpim ioiKtvai, ktX. 

" There is no example, in good authors, of irerpa in the sense of 
rrcTpos, a stone." Liddell and Scott, p. 1207 i. 

The above distinction, also held by some commentators on the 
N.T., can hardly be maintained, as the passage cited from Plato 
shows. Plato has been arguing the immortality of the soul. At 
present, he says, the soul is marred by association with the body and 
by contact with other evils. 

In his comparison, tov Oakdrnov TAailKoi', Plato must intend irerpa 
in the sense of n-erpos, else the passage is unintelligible. Here, then, 
is one good classical reference to be cited against " some commenta- 
tors " who advance the traditional rule. 



